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A Message From The President  

I have been in the baseball and softball industry for 49 years now and what a wonderful industry it has 
been to be a part of. A large number of long term friendships have been made with wonderful 
dedicated hardworking people over these many years.  

The 1916 St Marys company motto read “that which is worth doing at all, is worth doing well” . The 
history of our company since 1908 has been “quality and service” producing finished goods of the 
highest grade possible.  

Our current senior staff and I were taught by employees who started at this Hespeler factory as early as 
1933. They enjoyed the opportunity to work with those employees who transferred from St Marys, 
Ontario where baseball bat production started in 1908. I have many fond memories of Tom Marquis 
who transferred as the Plant Engineer running steam power 
for the plant to power machinery as both plants were 
running before electricity came to our areas.  

My daughter, Rachel, joined as Vice President in 1999 and 
her daughter, Joscelyne, started in 2018 as Office Manager. 
Our entire history has been built by generations of families 
and extended families who chose to work at the factory, 
putting great effort and skill into making the highest quality 
baseball bats. 

Our KR3 Sales Manager, Stan, started working in the sporting 
goods industry in 1988. Our production is currently 
supervised by Steve, who started in this plant in 1982. Our 
head lathe turner, Davy, started in 1976. 

Millions of bats have been made under the brands St Marys, 
Cooper and KR3, including over 300,000 for professional 
players. 

St Marys to Cooper to KR3 – Pro Quality Since 1908  

I want to take this moment to thank you for your order. 



 

 

 
 

 
Our combined suppliers have over 200 years of experience and strive to be no-waste facilities with 

commitments to “green” technologies and responsible forestry standards. 

The owners maintain a hands-on approach that keeps their focus on providing the highest quality bat billets. 

Vacuum-Kiln drying ensures consistent bright white billets of maximum strength and durability. 

Working with both landowners and government standards to provide “Forests for the Future”. 

 

 
Most durable – less breakage as no cross grain. 

Professional players prefer Straight-Grained bats from knowledgeable bat makers. 

Superior craftsmanship and grading expertise are needed to meet the standards of today’s ballplayer.  The 

Player today is more serious and dedicated. 

Historically, all wooden bats were made for over 100 years by splitting logs and turning these splits into round 

billets.  Only with the startup of Maple was sawn lumber introduced to save money. 

 

 

 
All our Maple and Birch bats pass the Ink Dot test ensuring that the wood cells are correctly aligned which 

dramatically reduces breakage. 

The “Ink Dot Certified” label is located on the face grain of our Canadian Rock Maple 

and Hi-Impact Birch models (Ash does not require an ink dot test).  This is accurately 

measured with a Pro supplied test gauge to ensure the face grain wood cells are straight.  

Note: a bat can be Ink Dot Tested and still fail. Testing alone does not mean it is a better 

bat. KR3 offers Ink Dot Certified bats meaning that they are Ink Dot passed. We are 

proud to offer our players straighter grain and stronger bats to help them perform better 

at the plate.  

HAND - SPLIT 

We deliver our wood shavings to local farmers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

100 Year Tradition 
with 



Models Available: C271 32” - 34”, M110 32” - 34”, C243 32” - 34” 

 

 

Models Available: I13 32” - 34” 

 

HAND - SPLIT 

Our  GOLD GOLD GOLD Series 

HAND - SPLIT 

Hard   HAND-SPLIT   Maple 



Models Available: C271 31” - 34”, C243S 31” - 34”, I13 31” - 34”, PAT5 31” - 34” 

Models Available: C243 32” - 34”, RC22 32” - 34” 

 

 

Treating All Ball Players Like Professionals. 

HAND - SPLIT 



Models Available:   Drop 7   C271 29” - 31”      

   Drop 5   C243 29” - 32”, M110 29” - 32”, I13 29” - 32”  

 

Models Available:   Drop 5   C243 29” - 32”, I13 29” - 32” 

   Drop 4   Big Barrel Pro 29” - 32” 

 

 

 

HAND - SPLIT 
Adult Length: Drop 3   I13 31” - 34” 



All    HAND-SPLIT   Models   

Treating All Ball Players Like Professionals. 

“From St. Mary’s to Cooper to KR3” 



Models Available: 

   Adult:    33” - 45oz 

        34” - 46oz 

   Youth:   29” - 35oz 

        31” - 37oz 

 

Models Available:   18” - 15oz 

   22” - 18oz 

   25” - 21oz 

 

All    HAND-SPLIT   Models 

 

Models Available:   31” - 5.75” Sweet Spot 

   32” - 7.25” Sweet Spot 

   33” - 7.50” Sweet Spot 



Models Available: C271 32”, 33”, 33.5”, 34”, C243 33”, 33.5”, 34”, I13 33”, 33.5”, 34” 

Pro Certified Ink Dot.  Double Bone Rubbed. 

 

Models Available: C243 31” - 34”, T318 32” - 34”, I13 31” - 34”, PAT5 32” - 34”,  

           C271 31” - 34”, M110 31” - 34” 

Pro Certified Ink Dot.  Double Bone Rubbed. 

 

All    HAND-SPLIT   Models 

Treating All Ball Players Like Professionals. 



Light Weight Maple Fungo 36”  20oz 

 

Models Available:      Drop 3   C271 32” - 34” 

      Drop 5   C271 29” - 31”  

 

Models Available:      Drop 7   C271 29” - 31”  

      Drop 5   C271 29” - 32” 

      Drop 3   C271 32” - 34”, C243 32” - 34” & I13 32” - 34” 

       

  

HAND - SPLIT 

All   HAND-SPLIT  Models 



PLANT 
63 Sheffield Street 

Cambridge, ON N3C 1C4 
 

Tel: 519-658-5253 
Fax: 519-658-4289 

 
sales@KR3bats.com 

www.KR3bats.com 

1908—Solen Doolittle starts St. Marys March 30th 

1917—Largest bat manufacturer in Canada with 16 models, #1 line  
            34” $7.50/dozen 

1933—Seagrams purchases and “Super Power” models of 1935 now  
             at $3.00/each 

1958—50 year anniversary running models: Mantle, Williams, Snider  
             and Musial 

1972—Cooper buys operation now running out of Hespeler. Changes 
             label to Cooper 

             Jack Cooper builds on his success with dedication to high  
            performance, quality products and great service 

1989—30% of Major League players using Cooper and at 8500/year,  
            #2 behind Louisville 

1996—Cooper line discontinued at plant 

1999—Hespeler Plant Manager since 1976 starts KR3 and 3rd  
             generation label of “Canadian Bat Manufacturing” continues  

2003—Launch Maple Magnum wood composite with 90 day  
             warranty, BBCOR approved 

2004—Launch Hickory Magnum wood composite with 6 month 
             warranty, BBCOR approved 

2008—KR3 celebrates 100 years of Canadian Bat manufacturing 
            history 

2010—Launch Birch Crossover wood composite in Drop 5 with 90 
            day warranty 

2012—Launch Eagle Magnum wood composite with 60 day 
             warranty, BBCOR approved 

2014—Launch of Northern line of Pro Solid Wood Maple, Ash and 
             Birch, including Drop 5 Ash 

2016—Launch Birch Crossover in Drop 7 with 90 day warranty.  All 
             wood models pro quality standards 

2017—Launch Eagle Magnum Ultra—maximum 2.610” Pro barrel        
             size, Drop 3 with a 90 day warranty 

2018—KR3 celebrates 110 years of Canadian Bat manufacturing 
history 

2019—St Marys Models in Ash, Maple & Fungo 

2020—Launch of Gold Series Maple Magnum Ultra 

2021—Launch of St Mary’s Custom Performance Bats 

2022 —Launch of Training Bats 
 

 

HAND - SPLIT 

“From St. Mary’s to Cooper to KR3” 


